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LIST  OF  STAFF 


The  Staff  of  the  Public  Health  Department  consists  of 


PART-TIME  OFFICER  : - 

F.U.  H.  MARTIN,  M.R.C.S.  .L.R.C.P.  .D.P.H.  , 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


WHOLE-TIME  OFFICERS 

W.  RODGERS.  -m.S.I.a.  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector. 

F.  V.  PYE,  M.S.I.A.  Additional  Sanitary  Inspector. 


MISS  E.  1M.  FENNELL 


Cl  erk 


STATISTICS  A.TD  SOCIAL  COHDITIOHS  OF  THE  AREA. 


Area  in  acres 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

2,396 

population  (Registrar-General's 

Mid-year  Estimate) 

• • • 

• • • 

16,080 

inhabited  Houses  ... 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

4,6  28 

Rateable  value  ... 

• • • 

• as 

• • • 

■ • • 

£125,053 

Sum  represented  by  a Penny  Rate 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

£502 

VITAL  STATISTICS 

Males 

Females 

Total 

LIVE  BIRTHS,  Legitimate 

• • • 

138 

99 

237 

Illegitimate 

• • • 

4 

5 

9 

LIVE  BIRTH  RATE  per  1,000  population 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

15.29 

Males 

Femal es 

STILL  BIRTHS,  Legitimate 

• • • 

2 

4 

) Total 

8 

1 1 legi t imate 

• • • 

2 

— 

) 

STILL  BIRTH  RATE  per  1,000  total 

(live 

and  still)  births 

• • • 

31.49 

Males 

Females 

Total 

DEATHS  • ■ « • • • 

■ ■ • 

103 

124 

227 

DEATH  RATE  per  1,000  population 

• ■ • 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

14.11 

The  Table  appended  shows  the 

comparative 

figures 

for 

Barnstaple,  and 

England  and  wales. 


The  Local  Birth  and  Death  Rates  are  shown  corrected  by  the  Area 
Comparability  Factors. 


Birth  Rate  per  1,000 

popul at  ion 

Death 

1 nfant  Mortal ity  per 
1,000  live  births 

Live 
Bi rths 

still 

Births 

Rate 

per 

1,000 

Deaths 
under 
1 year 

Deaths  from 
Diarrhoea  A 
Enteritis 
under  2 years 

Barnstaple 

15.90 

0.  49 

11.42 

28.45 

0 

England  a wales 

15.2 

0.36 

11.3 

25.5 

lc  1 

DEATHS  OF  IHFAHTS  UNDER  ONE  YEAR 
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Males 


Females 


Total 


Leg  1 t 1 mat  g • • • • • • 

4 

1 ) 

Illegitimate  ...  ...  ... 

1 

1 ) 

DEATHS  OF  INFANTS  UNDER  4 WEEKS 

Males 

Females 

Le gi t i ma t e •••  • • • • • ■ 

2 

0 ) 

1 1 1 69 i 1 1 mate  •••  •••  • • • 

1 

1 ) 

Rate  per  1,000  live  births  ... 

• • • 

• • • • • • 

LOCAL  DEATHS  OVER  65  YEARS 

65  - 69 

• • • 

27 

85  - 89 

• • • 

32 

70  - 74 

• • • 

56 

90  - 94 

• • • 

14 

75  - 79 

• • • 

50 

95  plus 

• • ■ 

3 

80  - 84 

• • • 

35 

Total 

217 

7 


Total 

4 


28.45 


POLIOMYELITIS 

During  the  year  i case  of  Acute  Poliomyelitis  (paralytic)  occurred  in  the 

Borough. 


METEOROLOGICAL  REPORT 

I am  obliged  to  the  Barnstaple  Meteorological  station  at  the  North  Devon 
Athenaeum  for  the  following  informat ion:- 

BAROMETER  Highest  reading  30.6  ins.  Lowest  reading  28.5  ins. 

TEMPERATURE  Maximum  770  on  1st  September.  Minimum  20°  on  1st  January. 

Mean  for  the  year  49.9°. 

38.45  ins.  Average  for  preceding  10  years  34.03  ins. 
Number  of  days  on  which  .01  ins.  or  more  of  rain  fell,  208. 


RAINFALL 


- 6 - 


TUBERCULOSIS 


The  two  following  tables  show  cases  of  tuberculosis  notified  during  the 
year  and  the  deaths  from  this  disease.  Sexes  are  separated.  Pulmonary  and 
Non-Pulmonary  are  also  differentiated. 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  NOTIFIED  (EXCLUDING  TUBERCULOSIS 
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CAUSES  OF  DEATH  DURING  THE  YEAR  1954 


M 

F 

Tuberculosis,  Respiratory 

0 

0 

Tuberculosis,  Other  ...  ...  ...  ... 

0 

0 

Syphilitic  Disease 

0 

0 

Diphtheria  •••  •••  • • • ••• 

0 

0 

Whoop t hq  Cough  •••  • • • • • • •••  ••• 

0 

1 

Meningococcal  Infections  ...  ...  ...  ... 

0 

0 

Acute  Pol iomyel it  is  ... 

0 

0 

Measles  •••  •••  •••  • •• 

0 

0 

Other  Infective  and  Parasitic  Diseases  ...  ... 

0 

0 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Stomach  ...  ...  ...  ... 

2 

3 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Lung,  Bronchus 

5 

1 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Breast  ...  ... 

0 

2 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  uterus  ...  ...  ...  ... 

0 

1 

Other  Malignant  and  Lymphatic  Neoplasms  ...  ... 

8 

16 

Leukaemia,  Aleukaemia  ...  ...  ...  ... 

0 

1 

Diabetes  •••  •••  • ■ • 

0 

1 

Vascular  Lesions  of  Nervous  System  ...  ...  ... 

16 

18 

Coronary  Disease,  Angina  ...  ...  ...  ... 

15 

6 

Hypertension  wi th  Heart  Disease  ...  ...  ... 

1 

6 

Other  Heart  Disease  ...  ... 

31 

46 

Other  circulatory  Disease  ...  ... 

4 

2 

influenza  •••  •••  • * • • • • 

0 

0 

Pne  umon la  •••  • • • • • • 

3 

1 

8 ronch itis  • • • • ••• 

3 

0 

Other  Diseases  of  Respiratory  System  ...  ...  ... 

0 

0 

Ulcer  of  stomach  or  Duodenum  ...  ....  ... 

2 

2 

Gastritis,  Enteritis  and  Diarrhoea  ...  ...  ... 

0 

0 

Nephritis  and  Nephrosis  ...  ...  ...  ... 

0 

1 

Hyperpl asia  of  Prostate  ...  ...  ...  ... 

1 

0 

Pregnancy,  Childbirth,  Abortion  ...  ...  ... 

0 

0 

Congenital  Malformations  ...  ... 

1 

0 

Other  Defined  and  Ill-Defined  Diseases 

9 

10 

Motor  vehicle  Accidents  ...  ...  ... 

0 

1 

All  Other  Accidents  ...  ...  ...  ... 

1 

3 

Su i c i de  • m •••  •••  • • • 

1 

2 

Homicide  and  operations  of  War  ...  ... 

Al 1 Causes 

0 

103 

0 

124 
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GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES 

TUBERCULOSIS 

Hawley  Sanatorium,  situated  in  the  Borough,  has  28  beds. 

MATERNITY  CASES 

The  Devon  County  Council  continue  to  act  as  they  did  in  1947,  as  Agents  of 
the  Regional  Hospital  Board,  until  the  Board  has  completed  its  own  plans  for  the 
treatment  of  Maternity  cases. 

At  the  North  Devon  infirmary  there  is  a ward  of  14  beds,  with  a fully 
qualified  staff  available  for  cases  of  doubt  or  difficulty. 

At  Bicclescombe  Maternity  Home,  Ilfracombe,  there  are  10  Maternity  and  4 
Ante-natal  beds. 

There  are  4 beds  at  Braunton  Nursing  Home. 

NOTE:  During  1954,  8 Barnstaple  births  took  place  at  Ilfracombe,  and  2 

at  Braunton  Nursing  Home. 

A General  Practitioners'  Maternity  unit  of  13  beds  is  situated  at  "High- 
field",  Victoria  Road,  Barnstaple. 

ISOLATION  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 

There  is  an  Infectious  Diseases  Isolation  Hospital  at  Bideford,  which 
serves  Barnstaple  as  well  as  other  Local  Authorities  in  North  Devon.  A separate 
block  for  early  T.B.  cases  from  North  Devon  is  also  maintained  at  this  Hospital. 

SMALL-POX 

The  Small-Pox  Hospital  to  which  any  cases  of  Small-Pox  will  be  sent  is 
Upton  Pine  Hospital,  near  Exeter. 

Special  ambulance  transport  can  be  obtained  by  contacting  the  Isolation 
Hospital,  whipton,  Exeter,  Telephone  67158. 

DISINFECTION 

Extension  to  the  Cattle  Market  has  meant  the  loss  of  the  Steam  Disinfect- 
ion Chamber  previously  housed  there.  By  arrangement  with  the  Regional  Hospital 
Board,  the  steam  disinfection  apparatus  at  Bicclescombe  Hospital,  Ilfracombe,  will 
be  available  if  required. 

GENERAL 

The  North  Devon  Infirmary,  situated  in  Barnstaple,  serves  the  area,  and 
provides  modern  Medical  and  Surgical  treatment  for  the  residents  of  the  district. 
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wards  at  the  Alexandra  Hospital  are  now  set  aside  as  an  Annexe  to  the 
North  Devon  Infirmary,  and  post-operative  and  recovery  patients  a re  transferred 
there  as  soon  as  possible. 

There  are  ill  beds  for  the  chronic  sick  at  the  Alexandra  Hospital  i n 
Barnstaple. 

At  Braunton  Nursing  Home  there  are  4 beds  for  sick  persons. 

LABORATORY  FACILITIES 

The  main  Laboratory  is  situated  at  7 Dix*s  Field,  Exeter,  and  DC.  B. Moore 
is  the  Director,  It  is  completely  installed  with  the  necessary  equipment  for 
bacteriological  examinations  of  all  kinds,  its  diagnost ic  and  consul  tat ive  services 
are  available  for  all  doctors.  Bacteriological  examinations  of  drinking  water 
and  milk  are  also  carried  out. 

There  is  also  a Pathological  Laboratory  now  open  at  the  former  Barnstaple 
and  North  Devon  Dispensary  building,  with  a full-time  Pathologist  and  Technical 
Staff  to  meet  the  needs  of  the  whole  North  Devon  Area. 

The  Blood  Bank  is  also  situated  at  this  Laboratory. 


CLINICS  AND  TREATMENT  CENTRES 

V.  D.  Clinic.  This  is  held  at  the  North  Devon  Infirmary  Annexe. 


Sessions  - 

Females.  Mondays,  4.00  p.m. 

Thursdays,  4. 30  p.m. 

Chest  cl inic  is  held  at  the  North 

Sessions  - 

Tuesdays  9 a.m.  - 1 p.mP.  , 

2 p.m.  - 4 p.m. 

Thursdays  9 a.m.  - 1 p.m. 

2 p.m.  - 4,  30  p.m. 

Fridays  9 a.m.  - 1 p.m.  ) 

2 p.m.  - 4 p.m.  ) 


Males.  Mondays,  5.15  p.m. 

Thursdays,  5.45  p.m. 

Devon  Infirmary  Annexe. 

) 

j Clinic  and  X-Ray  Examinations 

) 

A.  P.  re  f i 1 1 s 


AMBULANCE  SERVICES 

Under  Section  27  of  the  National  Health  Service  Act,  1946,  the  Local 
Health  Authority  (ue.,  the  Devon  County  Council),  is  responsible  for  the  provision 
of  an  Ambulance  Service,  and  the  Devon  Health  Committee  have  arranged  for  this  to 
be  provided  through  the  agency  of  the  St.  John  Ambulance  Association.  The  Brigade 
serves  the  Borough  and  the  di  strict  aroundt  and  the  Head  Quarters  are  in  Commercial 
Road,  Barnstap’e 
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The  staff  consists  of  3 paid  members,  (full  time),  20  men  volunteers  and 
14  volunteer  nurses. 

The  Hospital  Car  Service,  also  under  the  Devon  County  council,  is  avail- 
able upon  application  to  the  Hospital,  and  the  Ambulance  Service  is  empowered  to 
hire  cars  in  urgent  cases  when  the  Ambulance  is  not  necessary. 

PROFESSIONAL  NURSING  IK  THE  HOMES 

There  are  2 District  Midwives,  2 District  General  Nurses,  and  1 Health 
Visitor  practising  in  the  Borough. 

HOME  HELPS  SCHEME 

This  Scheme  was  started  in  March,  1949,  and  is  run  by  the  w. V. S.  for  the 
Devon  County  Council.  It  covers  Barnstaple  Borough  and  Rural  Areas,  wherever 
transport  is  available,  and  the  scheme  is  directed  by  Mrs.  M.  Hughes. 

There  are  now  48  Home  Helps,  and  316  cases  were  dealt  with  in  1954,  as 
compared  with  46  Home  Helps  and  288  cases  in  1953. 

Any  case  recommended  by  a Doctor,  Health  Visitor,  or  District  Nurse,  is 
entitled  to  a Home  Help.  The  Home  Helps  do  any  work  in  the  house  normally  done 
by  the  Housewife. 

Home  Helps  are  now  looking  after  33  aged  people,  who  are  living  by  them- 
selves and  would  otherwise  have  to  go  to  Hospital. 

During  the  year  1954  Home  Helps  rendered  assistance  in  the  homes  of  18 
maternity  cases. 

Ten  blind  people  also  received  assistance  from  the  service. 


DIPHTHERIA  IMMUNIZATION 

Immunization  carried  out  during  1954  was  as  follows:- 

Number  of  children  who  received  a course  of 

Primary  Injections  ...  ...  ...  283 

Number  of  children  who  recei ved  a Reinforcing 

Injection  ...  ...  ...  ...  348 

NOTE:  FOR  THE  NINTH  CONSECUTIVE  YEAR  NO  CASES  OF  DIPHTHERIA  WERE  NOTIFIED. 


VACCINATION 

Number  of  children  vaccinated  against  Small-pox  = 305 

under  1 year  1-4  5-14  15  and  over 

86  71  23  125 
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SANITARY  INSPECTOR'S  REPORT 


To  His  worship  the  Mayor,  Aldermen  and 

Councillors  of  the  8orough  of  Barnstaple, 


Public  Health  Department, 
The  Castle, 

Barnstaple. 


July,  1955. 


Mr.  Mayor,  Miss  Howard  and  Gentlemen, 

I beg  to  submit  the  Report  on  the  work  of  your  Sanitary  Inspectors  for 
the  Year  1954. 

There  were  no  changes  in  the  personnel  of  the  Department  in  1954. 

The  main  feature  of  the  year  was  an  enormous  increase  in  slaughtering  at 
the  Public  Abattoir;  the  throughput  for  the  year  has  only  once  been  exceeded,  in 
1944.  This  is  the  chief  reason  for  the  increase  in  the  number  of  visits  made  by 
your  Inspectors,  as  Sunday  slaughtering  became  aregular  practice,  and  has  continued 
to  the  present  time. 

The  work  done  by  the  Department  is  reported  on  underthe  following  headings; 

( i ) HOUSING  ACTS  & PUBLIC  HEALTH  ACTS; 

472  premises  were  visited,  and  551  re-visits  made  as  a result  of  action 

taken. 


1 house  was  demolished  during  the  year,  and  1 was  voluntarily  closed  as 
unfit  for  human  habitation  when  vacated. 

Although  the  Housing  Act  of  1936  remains  the  principal  measure,  the  new 
Act  of  1954  - The  Housing  Repairs  and  Rents  Act  - is  important  inthat  it  sets  out, 
for  the  first  time,  a ’standard  of  fitness*  for  human  habitation,  and  as  a result 
of  this  and  the  directive  to  Local  Authorities  to  submit  their  proposals  for  Slum 
Clearance,  the  preliminary  work  was  begun  in  this  year  to  redress  the  balance  of 
many  years;  its  first  results  will  be  seen  in  1955,  and  are,  indeed,  evident  at 
the  time  of  writing. 

The  total  number  of  houses  built  during  the  year  was;- 
By  Local  Authority  ; 75 


By  Private  Enterprise 


20 
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( i * ) REFUSE  COLLECTION  AND  DISPOSAL; 

In  the  Year  ended  March  31st,  1955,  (being  the  period  here  reviewed) 
14,500  miles  were  travelled  by  the  refuse  collection  vehicles,  approximately  5,800 
tons  of  refuse  being  collected,  2 vehicles  are  in  daily  use,  and  a third  is  now 
used  for  4 days  per  week.  The  annual  mileage  increases,  asnew  housing  development 
is  in  the  outer  parts  of  the  district,  and  as  modern  building  spaces  the  dwellings 
much  further  apart. 

Again,  it  must  be  said  that  the  amount  collected  is  excessive  for  the 
population  concerned,  that  more  refuse  could  be  burned  by  householders,  and  that 
garden  refuse  should  not  properly  be  put  out  for  collection.  Further,  a covered 
dustbin  is  the  proper  receptacle  for  refuse:  it  is  common  to  see  oil  drums,  tea 

chests,  and  open  cardboard  boxes  used  instead,  and  this  in  atown  where  most  of  the 
refuse  iscarried  through  the  dwelling,  andcollected  from  the  front,  ormain  street. 
Hygienic  storage  of  refuse  is  as  important  as  controlled  tipping  is  in  its  disposal. 

In  September,  1954,  t ipping  was  begun  on  the  seven  Brethren's  Bank,  where, 
it  is  hoped  that  several  years  of  refuse  disposal  by  controlled  tipping  will  raise 
the  level  of  this  low-lying  land  to  one  suitable  for  development. 

( i i i ) SALVAGE: 

Prices  for  salvaged  materials  have  remained  lowdespite  increases  in  labour 
costs;  the  practice  continues,  but  on  a lessened  scale,  as  it  is  not  possible  to 
release  labour  from  refuse  collection  for  more  than  a few  hours  a week. 


The  following  table  shows  the  quantities  of  materials  salvaged,  together 
with  their  value:- 


Tons 

cwts. 

qrs. 

lbs. 

£ s. 

d. 

Mixed  waste  paper  ... 

29 

16 

3 

14 

193.  16. 

2. 

Newsprint  & Magazines  ... 

1 

14 

2 

0 

• 

W 

• 

CM 

6. 

Cardboard  ...  ... 

5 

6 

3 

0 

45.  7. 

3. 

Co  rd  • • • • • • 

- 

1 

3 

21 

13. 

7. 

Cast  iron  scrap  ... 

- 

17 

0 

0 

3.  16. 

6. 

37 

17 

0 

7 

£255.  15. 

• 

Since  1939  1,870  tons  of  Salvage  have  Deen  collected,  value  £12,921. 
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(iv)  MEAT  INSPECTION: 

The  control  of  Livestock  and  slaughtering  ended  injuly,  and  from  that 
time  the  management  of  the  Public  Abattoir  reverted  to  the  Corporation.  The  result 
was  an  immediate  and  enormous  increase  in  slaughtering,  the  figures  for  the  second 
half  of  the  year  being  50*  more  than  for  the  first  half. 

Improvements  are  necessary  tocope  with  this  large  increase,  and  some  have 
been  effected;  some  are  now  in  progress. 

until  the  Government's  long-term  slaughtering  policy  isknown,  it  is  hoped 
that  the  Tuly  street  Abattoir,  as  improved  and  possibly  extended,  will  continue  to 
be  the  main  slaughtering  centre  for  the  district. 

No  Private  slaughterhouse  was  re-opened  during  the  year. 

No  duty  of  the  Department  is  more  important  than  this,  and  it  continues 
to  account,  by  far,  for  the  largest  number  of  visits. 

41,215  Food  Animals  were  slaughtered  and  inspected  at  the  public  Abattoir 
as  follows:- 


Beasts 

Calves 

Sheep 

Pigs 

Total 

Prior  to  m.  of  F.  de-control: 
(ist  January  - 1st  July) 

1,071 

1.3*7 

8,295 

6,079 

16,792 

Since  de-control: 

(2nd  July  - 31st  December) 

1.843 

1,903 

13.311 

7,366 

24,423 

2,914 

3,250 

21,606 

13,445 

41,215 

|n  addition  the  following  were  brought  in  dressed  for  inspect ion:- 
Beasts,  4.  calves,  Nil.  Sheep,  118.  Pigs,  27.  Total:  149 


Tons  cwts. 

Meat  condemned  at  slaughterhouse  48  13 

of  which  19  5 

came  from  "Casualty"  carcases. 

Whole  carcases  condemned  include  the  following;- 
Beasts,  95.  Calves,  80.  Sheep,  299. 

14  Licences  were  issued  to  Slaughtermen. 


qrs.  lbs. 

3 5 

0 4 


Pigs,  27. 
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The  following  table  is  in  the  form  required  by  the  Ministry,  for  Annual 

Reports 


Cattle 

excluding 

COWS 

Cows 

Cal ves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Number  killed  ...  ... 

1,914 

1,000 

3,250 

21,606 

13,445 

■ brought  in  dressed... 

3 

1 

Nil 

118 

27 

Number  inspected  ... 

1,917 

1,001 

3,250 

21,724 

13,472 

ALL  DISEASES  EXCEPT 
TUBERCULOSIS 

Whole  Carcases  condemned  ... 

10 

58 

78 

299 

21 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned... 

822 

652 

14 

2,415 

335 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
disease  other  than  tuber- 

cu  1 os  is  ...  ... 

43.4% 

70.9* 

2.8* 

12.4* 

1 

2.6* 

TUBERCULOSIS  ONLY 

Whole  carcases  condemned  ... 

11 

16 

2 

Nil 

6 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned... 

76 

133 

Nil 

Nil 

480 

percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
tuberculosis....  ... 

4.5* 

14.8* 

.06* 

Nil 

3.6* 
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There  was  a further  decline  in  the  percentage  of  animals  found  to  be 
tuberculous  in  any  degree.  In  cows  the  percentage  was  14.8?  against  17/1?  for  the 
previous  year. 

All  cases  of  Generalised  Tuberculosis  in  bovines  were  again  notified  to 
the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries,  whose  veterinary  inspectors  visit  the 
herds  in  question  and  test  for  other  affected  animals. 

Examinations  for  Cysticerous  Bovis  (the  embryo  formof  a tapeworm  infesting 
man)  continued,  and  27  cases  were  found  - an  increase  of  l on  the  previous  year. 
The  incidence  of  infection  was  .92?  against  .73?  in  1953. 

Much  valuable  assistance  is  given  by  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and 

Fisheries  veterinary  Laboratory  at  starcross  & the  Public  Health  Laboratory  at 

Exeter,  in  examination  of  specimens  and  confirmation  of  the  rarer  diseases. 

(v)  FOOD  AND  DRUGS; 

The  Devon  County  council  Is  the  Food  a Drugs  Authority,  but  the  sampling 

provisions  are  exercised  locally  in  cases  of  emergency  or  special  interest.  The 

samples  listed  below  were  - apart  from  the  water  samples  - of  this  type,  and  were 
taken  as  preventive  measures  against  possible  outbreak  of  food  poisoning. 


Art  i cl  es 

NO.  of 
Sampl es 

Results  of  Examination 

WATER  (Mains  supply) 

4 

All  graded  class  | of  the  Ministry  of  Health’s 
classification  for  piped  supplies. 

WATER  (Well  supply) 

1 

Coliform  Bacilli  count  = 250  per  100  ml. 
"This  sample  shows  evidence  of  very  consider- 
able bacterial  contamination*. 

CLOTTED  CREAM 

1 

"|t  is  a sample  of  genuine  clotted  cream,  |t 
contains  58?  af  fat  which  iswholly  butter-fat, 
and  contains  no  foreign  matter. 

PORK  LUNCHEON  MEAT 

1 

■No organisms  were  seen  in  staineddlrect  films. 
Cultures  yielded  a total  count  of  40,000 
organisms  per  gram,  consisting  of  4,000. 
Staphylococcus  Aureus,  and  the  remainder  being 
Staphylococcus  Albus  and  Micrococci. 

No  organisms  of  the  enteric-dysentery  group, 
or  Clostridia  group  were  isolated.* 
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ICE  CREAM: 


At  the  end  of  the  year  there  were  70  premises  registered  for  the  sale  of 
ice  cream,  supplied  by  4 Producers.  39  samples  were  submitted  for  bacteriological 
examination.  of  these  38  were  satisfactory  (26  Grade  I,  and  12  Grade  II);  1 was 
unsatisfactory  (Grade  III).  no  samples  fell  into  Grade  IV  (very  bad). 

The  results  of  samples  are  tabulated  below;- 


producer 

Grade 

1 

Grade 

11 

Grade 

III 

Grade 

IV 

Total 

He.  1 

7 

u 

- 

- 

11 

2 

8 

2 

— 

— 

10 

3 

7 

2 

- 

- 

9 

4 

4 

4 

1 

- 

9 

* 

« 

1 

- 

39 

_£ 

Only  one  producer  failed  to  satisfy  the  Ministry  recommendation  that, 
over  a period,  50$  of  all  samples  should  be  Grade  |,  and  none  in  Grade  iv,  but  in 
aggregate  this  was  achieved. 

ice  cream  is  one  of  those  manufactured  foods  which  by  its  very  nature, 
could  be  a vehicle  of  food  poisoning  or  other  disease  if  Infected,  and  in  view  of 
the  enormous  quantities  now  consumed  it  is  satisfying  to  know  that  most  of  it  is 
prepared  and  stored  hygienical ly. 

FOOD  PREMISES: 

2,205  visits  were  made  to  such  premises  (this  includes  visits  to  the 
Slaughterhouse  and  Butchers*  Shops),  conditions  are  generally  satisfactory,  though 
some  of  the  smaller  general  shops  are  not  so  easily  kept  clean,  as  there  is  in- 
sufficient room  for  storage  of  goods  not  for  immediate  sale. 
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Food  inspected  and 

surrendered 

as  unfit 

for 

human  consumpt 

ion 

bel ow:- 

TINNED 

FOOD 

Meat 

• • • 

ft  • • 

• ■ • 

• • • 

183 

tins 

Fish 

• • • 

• ft  • 

• • • 

• • • 

52 

R 

Fruit 

M • 

• • • 

ft  ft  • 

• « • 

703 

R 

Fruit  juice 

• t •_ 

• ■ • 

• ft  ft 

• • • 

23 

R 

Vegetables 

• • • 

• • ■ 

• ft  ft 

• ■ • 

203 

R 

preserves 

•A* 

• • • 

• ft  • 

• • • 

7 

R 

Milk 

• • • 

• • ft 

• • • 

90 

R 

Soups 

y«v< 

• • • 

• • ft 

• • • 

17 

R 

Milk  puddings 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

3 

R 

various 

•*«v 

• • • 

ft  ft  ■ 

• • • 

3 

R 

1,284  tins 


Weight  - 2,0  38i  lbs. 


OTHER 

Beef  (From  Butchers'  shops) 
veal  " " . * 

Mutton  ■ " " 

Pork  ■ 

Offals,  etc.  * ■ 

Fish  ...  ...  . 

F i sh  Cakes  ...  ...  • 

Fresh  Fruit  ...  ... 

Meat  (opened  tins,  etc.)  ... 

Sausages  ...  ...  . 

Lentils  ...  ...  . 

Sago  ...  ...  . 

Bacon  ...  ...  . 

Cheese  ...  ...  . 

Flour  ...  ...  . 

Breakfast  cereals  ...  . 

Biscuits  .o.  ...  . 

T ea  ...  ...  . 

Dried  Fruit 

Butter  ...  ...  . 

Margarine  ...  ... 

Salad  cream  (4  jars)  ... 


1 bs. 
1,  774 
16 
301 
701 
176 
169 
6 

114 

36 

55 

264 

59 

5 

51 

1 

3 

276 

1 

2 

2 


ozs. 

8 

0 

0 

4 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

8 

0 

12 

12 

0 

8 

8 

8 

0 

0 

0 

0 


4,016  lbs.  4 ozs, 


(vt)  MILK  AND  DAIRIES: 
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under  the  Milk  and  Dairies  Regulations,  19U9,  the  Borough  public  Health 
Department  Is  responsible  for  the  following  administrative  duties.— 

(a)  The  sanitary  *onditions  of  the  Distributive  trade  other 
than  produ«er-RetaIlers. 

(b)  control  by  Licence  of  the  sale  of  milk  bearing  special 
Designations, 

(c)  provision  with  regard  to  the  infect  ion  of  milk  from  human 
infectious  diseases  and  from  certain  diseases  of  bovine 
origin. 

(d)  The  prevention  of  the  sale  of  milk  from  animals  infected 
by  Tuberculosis  and  other  specified  conditions. 

23  samples  of  milk  were  submitted  to  the  county  public  Health  Laboratory 
for  the  detection  of  tubercle.  20  were  Negative,  1 was  inconclusive,  and  2 were 

Positive.  The  producers  of  these  last-mentioned  samples  were  served  with  notices 
requiring  their  milk  to  be  heat-treated  until  the  offending  animal  was  located  and 
removed  from  the  herd  for  slaughter. 


The  number  of  Dairies  in  the  Borough  under  local  supervision  is  now 
13- 


The  following  Licences  were  Issued  to  sell  milk  under  special  Designa- 
tions— 


Tuberculin  Tested  ...  11 

pasteurised  ...  ...  1 


It  is  to  be  the  national  policy  eventually  to  ensure  that  all  milk  is 
"Designated"  or  "Heat  Treated".  Meanwhile,  our  best  local  contribution  to  a "safe" 
m!lk  supply  is  the  regular  sampling  from  all  producers,  for  biological  examinations, 
1 e„  to  ensure  that  milk  is  free  from  Tuberculosis, 
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(vii)  WATER  SUPPLIES: 


The  mains  water  supply  for  the  Borough  of  Barnstaple  is  satisfactory, 
both  as  regards  quantity  and  quality. 

Bacteriological  examinations  are  carried  out  weekly,  and  the  water  is 
chlorinated. 

The  sample  of  well  water  referred  to  in  a previous  table,  of  unsatis- 
factory nature,  was  from  a proposed  housing  site  where  there  is  no  supply  of  mains 
water.  no  house  has  yet  been  erected. 

(Viii)  RODENT  DISINFESTATION: 

A part-time  operator  is  still  employed  on  this  work,  and  i nfestat ions  are 
now  few  and  far  between,  and  tnese  of  a minor  nature,  "warfarin"  has  now  almost 
superseded  all  other  poisons  used  against  rats  and  mice,  but  it  is  wished  that  some 
outbreak  such  as  Myxomatosis  would  visit  the  rodent  population,  with  sim  il  ar 
resul  ts. 


(ix)  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  AND  DISINFECTION: 


Investigations  made  concerning  infectious 
Disease  cases  and  Contacts; - 

1 
1 
9 
2 

13 

Disinfections  carried  out;- 


Pol i omy el itis  ,,,  ,,,  1 

Scarlet  Fever  ,,,  ••«  .,,  ...  4 

Tuberculosis  ,,,  •••  ,.,  2 

Cancer  •••  3 

Other  (Parcels  of  clothing  for  export)  ...  ...  2 


Pol iomyel itis 
Dysentery  Sonne 
Scarlet  Fever 
Food  Poisoning 


12 
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(x ) FACTORIES  ACTS,  1937  and  1946 : 

The  following  tables  show  inspections,  etc,,  carried  out  during  1954:— 

I.  INSPECTIONS 


Number  on 
Register 

Number  of 

Premises 

inspections 

written 

Notices 

occupiers 

prosecuted 

1. 

Non-Mechanical  Factories 

32 

30 

1 

Nil 

2. 

Mechanical  Factories  ... 

150 

155 

1 

Nil 

3- 

Otner  premises(excl  uding 

Out  workers  premises) 

5 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Total 

187 

185 

2 

Nil 

2.  CASES  IK  WHICH  DEFECTS  WERE  FOUND 


Number  of  cases  in  which 
Defects  were  found 

Number  of 
Cases 

Premi ses 

Found 

Remed i ed 

Referred 
to  H.M. 
Inspector 

Referred 
by  H.M. 
Inspector 

in  which 
prosecut ions 
were 

instituted 

Want  of  cleanliness  ... 

20 

16 

overcrowding  ... 
unreasonable  temperature  ... 
Inadequate  ventilation  ... 
Ineffective  drainage  of  floors 
sanitary  conveniences  - 

(a)  insufficient  ... 

(b)  unsui  table  or  defect  ive 

(c)  not  separate  for  sexes 

1 

1 

Other  offences 

( not  rel  at  i ng  to  Home  work) 

1 

Total 

22 

16 

Nil 

1 

Nil 
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Nature  of  work 

0 U T W 0 

R K 

Sect  ion 

110 

section  in 

Number  of 
Out- 
workers 
in 

August 

Number  of 
Cases  of 
Default  in 
send ing 
1 ists 

Number  of 
Prosecutions 
for  failure 
to  send 
1 ists 

Number  of 
instances 
work  in 
unwhole- 
some 

premises 

Not  ices 
served 

Prosecu- 

tions 

Wearing  Apparel 

- Making 

9 4 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Lace  curtains 

and  Nets 

8 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Ni  1 

Nil 

Total 

10  2 

N i 1 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

— 

( x i ) PETROLEUM  AND  EXPLOSIVE  ACT: 

The  following  storage  licences  were  granted  under  t he  petroleum  Act, 

1928:- 


petrcleum 
Petroleum 
pet  rcl eum 
Petrol eum 
Petroleum 
pet  rol eum 


Spirit 

• • • • • • 

Spirit 

and 

Carbide  of  Calcium  , 

spi rit 

and 

Crude  Benzol 

Sp  i rit 

and 

Petroleum  Mixtures  , 

Mixtures 

• • • • • » 

Mixtures  and  carbide  of  Calcium 

62 

2 

1 

7 

5 

1 

78 


The  quantities  stored  are  as  follows:- 


was  £54. 


Petroleum  spirit  ... 

Carbide  of  calcium  . .. 

Crude  Benzol  ... 

petroleum  Mixtures 


234,0  96  gallons 
1,016  lbs. 

3 , 800  gallons 
1,372  gallons 


The  amount  of  fees  received  by  the  Local  Authority  for  the  above  Licences 


5.  0. 


41 


The  number  of  premises  registered  for  the  storage  of  Mixed  Explosives  was 
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THE  FOLLOWING  IS  A DETAILED  LIST  OF  SANITARY  OPERATIONS 
CARRIED  OUT  DURING  THE  YEAR  1954. 


Publ  ic 
Heal  th 
Act 

Food  a 
Drugs 
Act 

Milk  & 
Dai ries 
and 
Meat 
Regs. 

Factories 

Act 

Housing 

Act 

New  sets  of  house  drains  laid 

11 

, , 

1 

New  sets  of  school  drainslaid 

1 

- 

— 

- 

- 

Drains  repaired  ...  ... 

17 

- 

- 

- 

— 

Drains  cleared  ...  ... 

39 

- 

- 

1 

— 

New  soil  pipes  fixed  ... 

12 

- 

- 

- 

- 

New  interceptors  fixed 

2 

- 

- 

- 

- 

New  vent  pipes  provided  ... 

13 

- 

— 

- 

-» 

Fresh  air  inlets  provided  ... 

2 

- 

- 

- 

- 

New  inspection  chambers  built 

15 

- 

- 

2 

- 

New  gul 1 ies  fixed 

13 

- 

- 

1 

- 

Additional  w.c. 's  provided... 

1 

- 

- 

— 

- 

w.c.'s  repaired  ...  ... 

u 

- 

- 

- 

— 

New  w.C.  pans  provided  ... 

38 

- 

- 

4 

- 

New  flushing  cisterns  provided 

8 

- 

- 

1 

- 

Flushing  cisterns  repaired... 

2 

- 

- 

— 

- 

plaster  repaired  internal 

7 

- 

— 

— 

- 

External 

7 

- 

- 

- 

- 

New  windows  fixed  ... 

1 

- 

- 

- 

windows  cleansed...  ... 

- 

- 

- 

1 

— 

Washing  facilities  provided 

- 

1 

- 

1 

- 

Houses  demol  i shed  ... 

— 

— 

— 

- 

1 

Houses  closed  ...  ... 

- 

- 

— 

— 

1 

Dampness  remedied  ... 

2 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Kitchen  stoves  repaired  ... 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Roofs  repaired  or  renewed  ... 

16 

- 

— 

— 

— 

Guttering  renewed  or  repaired 

4 

- 

- 

““ 

- 

Table  continued  on  page  24. 
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Detaj led  List  of  sanitary  Operations  carried  out  during  the  year  1954  (continued). 


Publ ic 
Heal th 
Act 

Food  & 
Drugs 
Act 

Milk  & 
Dai ries 
and 
Meat 
Regs. 

Factories 

ACt 

Housing 

ACt 

Yards  repaired  ...  ... 

— 

— 

— 

1 



Yards  paved  ...  ... 

3 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Bins  provided  ...  ... 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Rooms  cleansed  ...  ... 

- 

24 

— 

16 

— 

Smoked  and  water  tests  appl  ied 
to  drains  ...  ... 

16 

— 

— 

— 



premises  where  nuisances  abated 

116 

- 

- 

- 

— 

Vermin  and  other  pests  eradi- 

c at  ©d  • • • • • • 

33 



— 

Offensive  accumulations 

removed  ...  ... 

6 

— 

— 

— 

_ 

Doors  cleansed  ...  ... 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

Cei 1 ings  repai red  . .. 

2 

1 

- 

- 

- 

Walls  repaired  ...  ... 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

Water  supply  improved  ... 

- 

1 

- 

- 

Food  protected  from 

contamination...  ... 

— 

19 

— 

1 

— 

Means  of  escape  incase  of  fire 
improved  ... 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

New  scullery  sinks  provided 

2 

- 

— 

- 

- 

Sink  waste  pipes  fixed 

3 

- 

- 

— 

- 

Coppers  repaired  or  provided 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Miscellaneous  ...  ... 

2 

— 

— 

— • 

— 
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SUMMARY  OF  INSPECTIONS,  &c. 


Visits  made  ...  ... 

Houses  inspected,  public  Health  Act 
Revisits  ... 

Visits  to  slaughterhouse  and  butchers'  shops 
Food  preparing  premises  ... 

Other  food  shops  ...  ... 

Bakehouses  ...  ... 

Milk  vehicles  (including  sampling) 

Dairies  ...  ... 

ice  cream  premises  ...  ... 

piggeries  ...  ... 

F ac  tones  ...  ... 

Offensive  Trade  Premises  ... 

outworkers*  premises  ... 

Rodent  control 

Refuse  tip  ...  ... 

Camping  sites  ... 

Common  Lodging  Houses  ... 

Shops  and  offices  ...  ... 

Petroleum  storage  ... 

Infectious  Disease  investigation 
National  Assistance  Act  ... 

Miscellaneous  letters  written 
Statutory  Notices,  Public  Health  Act 
Informal  Notices,  public  Health  Act 

" " (secondary)  Public  Health  Act 

Statutory  Notices,  Housing  Acts 
Informal  Notices,  Factories 
Verbal  Notices  ...  ... 


4,510 
425 
548 
1,70  7 
81 
291 
8 

12 

14 
92 
29 

185 

15 
79 
66 

327 

2 

5 

9 

23 

U 

79 

1 

53 

26 

1 

2 

132 
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I wish  to  thank  all  members  and  officials  of  the  Corporation  for  their 
help  and  consideration  during  the  year,  also  all  who  have  helped  inthe  work  of  the 
Department,  those  engaged  on  refuse  collection  and  disposal,  or  in  the  Public 
Abattoi r. 


The  duties  of  the  Department  make  it  impossible  to  define  a working  day 
or  week  as  so  many  hours,  and  in  recording  my  especial  thanks  to  Mr,  p ye  and 
Miss  Fennell  for  their  unstinted  co-operation  during  the  year,  | would  like  to  say 
how  willingly  they  have  worked  at  all  times,  and  often  beyond  normal  hours. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

W.  RODGERS. 

Chief  sanitary  Inspector, 


( 


